Welcome to America

Our field trip will introduce us to many of the symbols that represent our country.  We will learn how and when they became symbols and what they stand for.

Let’s learn about our flag!

· Visit The Flag to find out some interesting facts about one of our most common symbols.
	How many white stripes are there?
	How red stripes are there?
	What year was the First U.S. Flag designed?

	
	
	


· The flag hasn’t always looked the way that we see it today.  Visit Betsy Ross’s website to see how the flag has changed.

	Take a picture of what the flag looked like when Florida became a state in 1845.
	

	How many stars were on the flag then?
	


Now it’s time to learn about our national bird, the Bald Eagle!
· Visit the National Geographic website to learn facts about the bald eagle.  Click through the facts and photos to help complete the chart below:

	What year did the bald eagle become our country’s national bird?
	

	What color are bald eaglets when they are born?
	

	What continent do bald eagles inhabit?
	

	Find one interesting fact about bald eagles.
	

	Take a picture of a bald eagle that you can add to your American symbols scrapbook.
	


Before we leave, click on the Print This Creature tab to print out a picture of the Bald Eagle that you can take with you!
· Visit the Eagle Cam to see a real bald eagle’s nest.

· Watch the bald eaglets for a few minutes and observe what they are doing and how they look.  Type one or two sentences that explain what you see:

	


Let’s travel to our country’s capital city, Washington, D.C.  While we are here we are going to visit the White House, which is where the President of the United State lives.
Visit the White House and click on the link The President’s House.  Read the information then answer the questions:

	How many bathrooms are there in the White House?
	

	How many people visit the White House each day?
	

	Highlight the color word that is also the name of one of the rooms in the White House.
	Orange
Blue

Brown


Now, find these links and click them to take a tour of the White House:
· A Tour of the President's House

· Continued Tour of the President's House
	Look for the Oval Office, which is where the President does a lot of his important work.  Take a picture of the Oval Office.
	


Our last stop on our trip will take us out to South Dakota.  Visit Mount Rushmore and answer the questions below.
	What year did Gutzon Borlum start carving the faces into the mountain?
	

	Highlight the name of the president who is NOT on Mount Rushmore.
	Abraham Lincoln

George Washington

George W. Bush

	Take a picture of Mount Rushmore.
	


Now that you’ve worked so hard on our field trip, it’s time to have a little fun.  Go and play with the Mount Rushmore Puzzle before it’s time to go back to school!

I hope you have had fun on our field trip around the country to visit some of our American Symbols.  Maybe someday you can REALLY go and visit them!
